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Circular No.: 16/2025
All Provincial Secretaries of Education
All Provincial Directors of Fiducg:;ion

All Zonal Directors of Education

.All Divisional Directors of Education

All Principal Theros of Pirivens,
All Principals of Government and Government Approved Private Schools

All Principals of Assisted Special Schools

National Programme to Strengthen the School Dental Service

The school dental service in Sri Lanka was initiated in 1951 with the objective of providing oral
health services to school students. This programme is implemented in government and
government-approved private schools, Pirivena schools, and assisted special schools to improve
the oral health of students. '

According to data from the 2015/2016 National Oral Health Survey conducted in Sri Lanka,
approximately 63% of children in the S-year age group have been affected by early childhood
caries. Early childhood caries is a major public health concern and is highly prevalent among Sri
Lankan children. Preventing and managing oral diseases among students can reduce the risk of
future health conditions such as heart discase, diabetes, and cancer. Additional ly, addressing oral
health issues in school students can minimize disruptions to their oducation caused by dental
diseases.

School Dental Therapists (SDTT) are attached to the relevant Medical Officer of Health officcs
and serve in school dental clinics. They provide oral health services 1o children aged 3-3 years in
preschools and to all students aged 5-13 yeurs. The scrvice covers:

1. All students in schools with 200 or fewer students. -
2. Students in Grades 1, 4, and 7 in schools with more than 200 students.
3. Students from other grades as needed, within the age range of 513 years.

Several Adolescent Dental Clinics are available in schools within each district, where dental
surgeons attached to these clinics provide preventive and treatment services for children up to 18
years old. Additionally, oral health preventive and treatment services would be extended to school
staff.
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With the agreement of the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education, Higher Education,
and Vocational Education, school principals are responsible for providing and maintaining
infrastructure facilities for school dental clinics, inctuding electricity and water supply. Efforts
should be taken to follow the standard blueprint approved by the Ministry of Health to conduct
dental clinics when providing building facilities. The Ministry of Health will provide dental
equipment; necessary dental instruments and materials for treatment, and healthcare personnel,
including their salaries and allowances. Furthermore, transportation facilities will be provided to
transfer medical equipment and staff from the school dental clinic to remote feeder schools
(outreach clinics). '

Responsibilities of the Ministry of Health and Related Institutions

1.

LS ]

Management of human anﬁa' physical resources and skill development related to school
dental services.

Conducling oral health awareness programmes for specific groups, including preschool and
school teachers and parents. '

Maintaining a record of school dental services at the district level (Anncx 01 A & B).
Submitting district-level data annually to the Provincial Education Office and providing a
national-level summary to the Ministry of Fducation. '

Responsibilities of Educational Authorities in maintaining School Dental Services

(A) Responsibilities of the Principal of a School with a Dental Clinic

BN

Ensuring the proper maintenance of the school dental clinic.

Providing continuous electricity, water, and sanitation facilities and maintaining them.
Allocating a separate entrance {or the dental clinic if possible.

Informing teachers and parents about providing the written parcntal consent for students’
oral examinations and treatments and emphasize its importance.

Allowing students from other schools to visit the clinic for oral examinations and
lreatment. ! "

Seeking approval from the Provincial Director of Education when relocating or closing the
school dental clinic. |

Taking action to inform that a school dental clinic is operated in the base school. Eg:
Displaying a name board at the school entrance '

(B) Responsibilities of Principals of Schools Without Dental Clinies

. Take action to refer students to nearby schools with dental clinjes for treatment.

Providing a well-ventilated space with water, electricity, and sanitation facilities for mobile
dental clinics and a clean location that ensures the safety of the equipment.

[nforming teachers and parents about providing the written parental consent for students'
oral examinations and treatments and emphasize its importance.

Allowing students from other schools to access the mobile dental clinic during s
operations.



(C) Responsibilities of the Zonal Director of Education

1.

Monitoring and supervision of the implementation and mainienance of school dental
services within the zone.

Coordinating with relevant stakeholders to ensure compliance with circulars, guidelines,
and regulations related to school dental service.

Ensurjng that the programme covers all schools within the zone.

Identifying challenges in the school dental services programme in the zone and taking
necessary actions.

Obtain information on school dental services in the zone through the school and
maintaining an information database (Annex 02).

*
(D) Responsibilities of Provincial Directors of Education

1.

a3

7.

Providing necessary support to Zonal Directors and SupE:TVlSIOTl for the implementation of
school dental services.

Allocating the required funds for school dental services.

Coordinating between the Provincial/Regional Directors of Health Services and the
Ministry of Education, Higher Education, and Vocational Educatlon on matters related to
the school dental services programme.

Maintaining an information database on school dental services within the province (Annex
03).

Ensuring that this programme is implemented covering all schools within the province.
Oblaining approval for closing or relocating school dental clinics with the consensus of the
Provincial and Regional Directors of llealth Services. Informing the Director of the Family
Health Bureau, which regulates the programme as a national project under the central
government, about all major decisions regarding the programme.

Identilying challenges in the school dental programme and taking actions accordingly.

(K) Responsibilities of the Ministry of Education, Higher Educatlon, and Vocational
Education

1.

Developing and implementing policies and guidelincs on oral health in agreement with the
Ministry of Health in the Operational Committee on formulating school dental services
policies.

Securing and managing funds required for the school dental service programime.
Coordinating with stakeholders to improve the quality and availability of dental services
{or school students.

Maintaining coordination with the Family Health Bureau of the Ministry of Health,
Providing necessary guidance to provincial, zonal, and divisional cducation officials
responsible for the programme.

Ensuring that the programme is implemented covering all the schools across the country.
Collecting, analyzing, and taking nccessary action based on school dental service data.

I emphasize that all relevant stakeholders, including school principals, should provide their fullest
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