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Foreword

The necessity of a comprehensive study on closing up of small schools
and upholding of such schools was at utmost priority before arriving at
any policy decision with that regard since both these matters have clear
evidence to prove that they are entrenched with issues inherited to
them. Therefore, I take this opportunity to place on record the
commendable task carried out by the Research and Development
Branch of the Ministry of Education in this regard.

The research study has exploited the newly emerged approach in
documentary research method namely, Qualitative Systematic Review.
It has led the path to identify the best possible solutions for the
problems encountered by bringing together the findings of various
research studies conducted in different angles of the issue. As a
consequence, the research and development branch has been able to
identify a suitable research study format in order to find solutions of
more rational, taking the advantage of several accepted research
studies conducted regarding already identified issues on the same area
of study. Hence, my sincere thank is also extended to Mr. Sumith
Parakramawansa who has given his fullest support as the main writer of
this monograph as well as to the Statistics Branch of the Ministry for
providing necessary data and information.

Further, it is suggested that the recommendations and proposals made
herein to avert the closure of small schools and to uplift them be
submitted to a panel of eminent scholars and come up with a policy
proposal in this regard together with a comprehensive long-term plan
of action as to avoid an education wastage and ensure a quality
education for students.

Dr. (Mrs.) Madhura M. Wehella
Additional Secretary

(Policy, Planning & Performance Review)
Ministry of Education

vi



exg 88®
20008 ®Q. O8. e®EE Bw

a8t eEm0®, (x8e3S, 1Ea® i baesidm
©B@IeEOD)
gWBIBDY POIBICGRE

Direction
Dr. (Mrs.) Madhura M. Wehella
Additional Secretary, (Policy, Planning & Performance
Review)
Ministry of Education

®® es538®
3ed. oS, Biost» B
200 adue (sbedven ®i e3.08505))
BWBIBDY POIBIGRE

Guidance
Mrs. S. K. Leelaratna
Director of Education (Research & Development)
Ministry of Education

280D 00 eSO
858 ®010e 8. 8. eCwded S
SO BRBODCBIEE, 5O

81085 201083 eBndSy ®vmn
B®08» Bewlds adnds ebmdE
5o @LWBIBL BIBDHBIS

Academic Guidance
Retired Professor (Mrs) G. D. Lekamge
Open University of Sri Lanka, Nawala

Dr. Godwin Kodithuwakku
Retired Deputy Director-General
National Institute of Education

sbedeen GB®G
8803 ©C1Y®De Bwm
Bewiss edsiss eldsss (983iE5))
WDEID GRBIBD IBBIEE, A1CEIB

8. el 0. eveldh 8w

Bewids e elus (sBedses wi e:0805))
&WBIBB) OISR

vii



Research Writing
Mr. Sumith Parakramawansa
Deputy Director of Education (Administration)
Zonal Education Office, Elpitiya

Mrs. A. R. S. Perera
Deputy Director of Education (Research and Development)
Ministry of Education

sBedsen 503
LS8 evetdh 8w

20080 BRI (sbeduen 01 .00 @ood)
BWBIBD) POITBIRE

83 HHOB B

230080 BEDIT (sbedsen »r D50 D)
gLBIBDY OISR

Research Assistance
Mrs Dilrukshi Perera
Development Officer (Research and Development Perera)
Ministry of Education

Mrs Anuradha Nirmalie
Development Officer - (Research and Development Perera)
Ministry of Education

8000 Rb@rencs wo 89 e3123®
&. &, O, evetch Bw

Beniss ¢dnsiss aduss, (sbedeen © 83.0805 Gdd)
BB GOIBBIRC

Cover Page & Page Designing
Mrs. A. R. S. Perera
Deputy Director of Education (Research & Development)
Ministry of Education

&80 e0enismn
3. 8. QR 0820 @®ws

eB8men 9, (sbedsen »I 3080 @A)
BWBIBD) OISR

Type Setting
Ms. B. G. Buddhi Hansika
Computer Trainee, (Research and Development Branch)
Ministry of Education

viii



SIotS)
Contents

Bow e3038Smes
Executive Summary

1.0 o2 535®
2.0 adxemed ¢dg ey
3.0 glsw> POedEE
4.0 sbeldven@® eCam DObams
0 BEOE QIO e0DBLDB
D 208G BEHEBB DEOBIWOEH 0B@IB®
&0 0esE @ HBYD®
44 80 083G ©:000mB BBe® BepwEas ascS®
5.0 sYedsennBn oG ¢1e9ecs’ HELN O GO0
8 Comed mB BEOE BepnEaBdois’ e@wigy ©z3mo
G¢ ©0BOD 303@Be wn a5 S®
511 & Gomed Rt eEOR SenEoaRoc s’

4.1
4.2
4.3

5.1

5.2

5.3

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
7.0

@00 BBIBN B¢ 3:D0ND e0®IB®

512 =m0 28E BewEss sl 8®
B G Y o B ©Og

5.2.1
5.2.2
5.2.3
52.4
5.2.5

s8Em@c ©10g

2323 0L ©0g

9e0R® euHT® PwidEs @B ©Og
%500 @RIV ®OG

@D 0y erv9Bn ©du BT ©1OE

D80 0833 O w® DO e Joo m® HBYE®

B 9o wd @B Bbedn ww ewissn

6.0 oD @000 »IdD OB & s B eE
6ddBw »e 8908 86w g¢bur iy R Bed&m
8wdd

89 e
Page No.
ix -xi
xii - xiv

01-14
15

15-16
16-22
17-19
19-20
20-21
21-22
22-37

22-29

22-25
25-29
29-32
29-30
30

30-31
31

31-32

32-37

37-39

2018052 2@BIeRed EN 1eE S B8 B8® 37-38
BewEes meEsn

80ed8 ©i,BepEoeS gyey SIV®IE ¥ eBegdens
Y 0GR eOBO® DBONIC KOLLMES

80 IO €32 s e3eDBRBS

gdsenc @0 g3e0l B eHS

OB ens

208m 9530 2@OEB

HYA® 1

38
38
38-39
39
39-40
40
40-43
44-45



o) go 1.

o) goz 2.

O® oz 3.

99 eGam®
89 oo

0@ O @0 AR 0By amd 02
23083 300D (2014 - 2018)

Bes 00100 850 3@ ZOU0DE 9enn®

CRD® Bsx 8302100 e 03
O GO Kun .00 ¢BOE CAD ZBODOR
8oEme (2016- 2018)

&e9253 1000 a@f) 0@ oersd @mD Dwrasm B
@18 ede (2016 - 2018) 07



B2 e30z3Bedcs

©@HHEEiE DITHEIS ©EH NBEE DICOTO® ¥OE oG
B88euvm 8Byes ¢, 2014 80 D830 HBI® ICHES E & Cored
208G 453 O el . e®® »EEOe cdom D0 efm O
e’ af) 8553 20w QeON® ERI® MBI BCEORSS s’
RO O N® e VO LEDED udc DbsDEO i af) B’
2010023 e OO 8. e®et 9d © wm 8y i@ BLBewrsd
BCHECS. ey OB 855 ©edwds 9een® ERI® SE
B5EE BEOEO aes ©08. 0® @dwd § Eoed e
BdQBG B EHE6 @ IEDD isE e M ©isE eRes
PO odd vy PO EEd. ©OHNC EmBe LEEE Bsn
2302100 ¢t V@RD DBAmE B @B emc FD E®E O OB
e HFBOEO o © Bed. cevys e85 ©d®ag ww @ifdcinm
gEelndE B 0BG PHOEESS e & O BB BBBOBO & & .
0®u meE Y@mdens (Polarization) ece ©@s308. 0® edneds’
O @88 ©8ecdE edewmm B0 HOE eEImEO
2080 B0 a8 O» ©® 830HE D @ eE D8O O
9BOcH ece  ©@E @bdnm g @ D08 ¢(Bs »iB .
01083 0@ BBl DI BEOE Dn®I HPBBOE SOBGEBS
@0 Fed e B> OO »HPc; B8O B&Ke sbedsem
22000 Be® S enm ewldmn §edus S5O B 8 mo» G¢
e®® gLBBmE WIB® O Do ©. DB Beysd 0B d© Hewn
0@ D88 ©0e® ©OED ¢ B0 u(B Oy ar.

DB 0@ B 8¢ 0T 18 esemORS §8e »C @S
a3d0en @ Bedn advomn »0 & ewr o @G 8wdd §dduss
BBO 000 eEd» glvomed gigen 5. e®® GBBBIE B3PI
0@ 07 CEeD QeSO POITWE w@ecidme (Qualitative

systematic review) 8. @&y ©1EOE Q@D OBLD@, REI
083G DEpEOS DE@»IWIe CE®Ib®, B isE D@ 8OO
@ R BE Bdbme Se® BewEss aPciB® wm eni®
wOerd 8¢ w3 @B e ¢vwers S8RE®G wI» GC. & arnd, O®

xi



2QBEHOES Febu’ O B @vNdden § Coed B BsEOE
B EBOGTE @@ OB RE eDBRD 0w@b®, a3 R®, o
308G Gen @0 @S ©1O0G, B 0@ O W® DEPO®O e o
) 8980 B §e8us’ w0 g Bedn wo ewidsn ¢ e
Qddedd SdeCsens ®O® GC. B BEOR DHEEHROTE ©w@Ig
OBIBN R¢ DB CE@Be wdess, HHE Rdem HHO w» gk
0B BOB, DDEEE EDHOG, CH®, @08cE  ©3®BIcH,
2baBe  etdn,  geedeoen @b s edss
DEONDOEHB B WOrey Vel deCEaens WO 8. I G
Bt aeB® coens, ty/edimznes’ m&hy SeHE, @/ de
BeoE, B/ @8 o Bexes ©ww s/ 0l /it »HED
BesoEs @ @B E 0 ©dbdma Se® T 5®
BepCeBROTES 88 ecrned B Dudwid gmvedseer IReEH e
DO gD, R 0esE Hew @ B ©10g @Oer’, sBuEme BT
©10g, 858 ©BPIBR ©10G, eON® VHHO® FwDEG BB
0@, D BBITL ©OG 8 IO &Y ewIBD s dRTW
OOG ©» DO SdeCEsens O GCE.

80 3@ O 0® eSO ww T »®o B8O B&He gebes
»0 @8 BOedn ww» ewnibzn sler, niss &®imBrered =t
G Somar B808m B8, BepEos meenids, fedd @,
BenCes  umen @), aBeygdens, K cowmBOn,
8:0BA»®@, adPsenc, geIdsoene @Y ©Bdeimoeans ¢ &os
Ped DdeCuens ™m0 sHn wews’ Blede §edus wd a.
1. 20 0@ ©8¢wr @D e@mveed edm © Sowes
B8 w0, B BEOE @0 Bwiibtdne mwyo; S
B ey O108Eedes BB B8e
2. m 208E G 00N DS 0@ ©idn BE® ww &
88T O yKed «d8m mwcEos edme BBe 8B e
DRBEeDE e B8®
3. » s A oo B&Hwn e Sodson o8
BepCeBoos o B8O wy OO sEdE DB D1d®Io
(innovative practices) €3 ©(=38®

xii



10.

11.

12.

13.

B8 9eom®, QY e@€d 9ol @ gBimUmoens ¢
pdeds oI pPed®isy B8Ac O QOISO
B EeBoasio leds gne R ¢®

R NBEOE ROOINSIed w3y BepEeBDo(Bed dedd
Qe god®0 w» 098 gBeygdens ©cwr Deds
D080 e BE®

0Tl gD WO eI @¢@Brsled ©HwIBEOS
bR BB

OB eecRm 1sE ®HRO, 01053 9erRNe® @ibwwn
8BCWI CHTIE WODO BHhe BT O108Eeders wwed BE®
g8 ot e Bes gBeddens awe DO B&hes g
©®u3cieesy G0  edc®nc DOEsm  ww gred®o
wotdmaB® o® e ofBs @wma (local wisdom) 8gae
D100z Juisten S8©

0BEeE ©@dbAme B&H ec@Busied ©»wIBsOn @
Y ¢H10)

5D eDNeds @B eIy DRBDDBS €3IBS
S110)

DBs OwE Dwdron Yovme 0 oS8 e 8og
2onDET gvg D0 B&Hew w8n gldmeen ©Isdms
B8 [

D sE NBC gl BHes 00 © BBenrom »ez»
OYENO,

BBEDO YRED 9eon® D0 widmG WS OO
20as 80 e®imdn 8 Ditndn BR® p® ©Bs Boenws
BEO 1 9O w5 O Hedm HNBE FORBD LEWI
88 eCABIEDO e CilEn o »J & axd b
eD@nm &1885®

xiii



Executive Summary

Despite the fact that the importance of the school has been
widely accepted as a factor of socialization, 45 no. of schools
have been closed in Sri Lanka during the period of past four
years since 2014. This has been caused either due to leaving
students from small schools where a lesser number of students
are learning or admitting fewer number of students to such
schools as compared with the previous years. The students who
left the school as such drop out the entire school system. Or else,
they admit to famous big schools where large number of
students are available. Consequently, the small schools which
are the single avenue of moving into the common world by those
who are living in difficult and underprivileged areas, bring to a
closure and therefore, socio-economic issues are emerged in
such societies. Hence, it is vibrant to investigate into the current
status of the small schools persisting in the school system and
submit proposals based on the research findings in order to
guarantee the longstanding survival of such schools. It could
result in resolving the issue of shutting down schools due to

non-availability of students.

Hence, the main objective of this documentary study is to
further scrutinize the findings and recommendations submitted
through research studies conducted in relation to small schools
and to forward possible action to be taken as a resolution. The
Qualitative Systematic Review approach has been exploited to
conduct this study in order to achieve the said objective.
Accordingly, ten different studies conducted under the themes
such as qualitative development of small schools, management
strategies for principals of small schools, small schools’
improvement and experience of principals in developing small
schools were examined. The research findings divulged from
these studies were analyzed under the themes: development

Xiv



strategies executed by principals of small schools in Sri Lanka,
their experience, problems encountered by small schools and
recommendations and proposals submitted in order to avert the
closing up of small schools and to improve such schools. Under
the theme of development strategies executed by principals of
small schools, matters discussed were further analyzed in
different angles such as stakeholder decision making and
community participation, leadership of the principal, planning,
provision of funds, attractive leadership, marketing strategies
and resource management. The self-reflective practices applied
by four principals of Su/Johanathan Kanishta Vidyalaya, B/
Walasbedda Vidyalaya, Tri/ Mahawelipura Vidyalaya and
WP/Ho/Manakada Kanishta Vidyalaya to develop those small
schools have also been analyzed. The issues related to
administration, students, learning - teaching process,
community and human and physical resources were further
examined under the theme of problems encountered by small
schools.

The recommendations and proposals made to avert the closure
of small schools and improve such schools have been scrutinized
based on the topics such as establishment of a separate unit for
small schools in the Ministry of Education, leadership of the
principal, specific training courses for teachers and principals,
motivation, community participation, community development,
supervision, facilitation and resourcing and, thereby come up
with following recommendations.

1. Establishment of a separate unit for small schools in the
Ministry of Education and formulation of a proper
mechanism to ensure the smooth functioning of small
schools.

2. Re-naming the term ‘small schools’ and making a suitable
arrangement for an attitudinal change in the community on

small schools.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Appointment of talented and potential principals in order to
empower the small schools and encouragement of
innovative practices in those schools.

Provision of special trainings to both teachers and principals
with regard to exclusive teaching strategies such as activity-
based teaching, multi-grade teaching and inclusive
education.

Implementation of a special programme to evaluate the
extra-ordinary contribution of teachers and principals of
small schools and to motivate them.

Promotion of parents’ involvement in educational matters of
their children.

Setting up of a formal arrangement to encourage the daily
presence of children to school and their learning process.
Implementation of Local Wisdom Programmes inclusive of
regional industries and cultural elements in collaboration
with sponsors in order to increase the community
participation and student motivation.

Attracting the parents’ participation for the development of
the school.

Organization of non-formal education programmes for the
community.

Establishment of an Assisted Supervision Procedure with the
view to uplift the school in every aspect while recognizing
the different potentials of the available staff.

Recognizing of distinctive criteria for external evaluation of
small schools.

Deciding on the essential resource requirement for a school
by using an objective method of measurement in order to
achieve an optimal level of learning and provision of
resource requirements as per a priority list prepared

considering the presently existing requirements of schools.
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