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Circular No: 22/2019

All Provincial Secretaries of Education

All Provincial Directors of Education

Chief Commissioner (Teacher Education Administration)
All Zonal Directors of Education

All Divisional Deputy/Assistant Directors of Education
All Principal theros of Pirivena

All Principals

Vesak week of Buddhist Era 2563
Motto — “Dhammachari Sukhan Sethi — One who acts in Dhamma lives with comforts”

In view of Vesak Full Moon Poya day of Buddhist Era 2563 which falls on 18" May 2019, the
State Vesak Festival will be held in Thotagamuwa Ancient Rathpath Rajamaha Viharaya,
Thelwatta, Galle. Ministry of Buddha Sasana has made arrangements to conduct the Vesak
week with effect from 15-05-2019 to 21-05-2019 (lnclusw -of two days) G

15-05-2019 to 21-05-2019 (inclusive of two days) for all the schools, National Colleges of
Education and Teachers’ Training Colleges. 2

The model plan proposed to be implemented during this Vesak week is presented herewith.
Also, you are informed to implement the programs appropriately in the schools/institutes
where there is a majority of Buddhist students.

You are informed to make arrangements to conduct a Sil and Meditation program in all schools
on Friday; 17-05-2019, for all Buddhist students, teaching staff and non-academic staff. The
students should be instructed to display a Buddhist flag and a handmade Vesak Lantern at their
houses throughout the Vesak week.

Proposed model work plan for the Vesak week

Date Theme Proposed activity
15" May; “Sustainable Environment | Cleaning the environment around the school and the
Wednesday | and Buddhism” religious places, Making Vesak Lanterns and decorating with

flags and banners

16" May; “Buddhism for a healthy “Arogya Parama Labha (Health is the utmost gain)”
Thursday life” Caregiving for patients, Making the students aware of the
significance of the environment and the personal health, and
characterization of such qualities
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17" May; “Buddhism for a Conducting the Sil and Meditation programs on behalf of the
Friday meritorious life” students for their spiritual development

18" May; “Always collect merits Observing Sil at the nearest temple in the village, Take part
Saturday with fragrance of Sil” in principles (Prathipatti Pooja) such as Dharma Deshana and

meditations. Attend the Upasaka and Upasika who have
observed Sil.

19" May; “Promotion of Values” Respect the Buddhist principles and engage in activities
Sunday which promote the affability (Visit religious places, Vesak
sightseeing) S
20" May; “Sinhala literature Conduct aesthetic activities such as Buddhist carols and
Monday enriched by Buddhism” Buddhist dramas.
21* May; “Social Development, 1. Hold Buddhist Association Meetings and have discussions
Tuesday Economy and Buddhism” | in this regard.
2. Give knowledge about Buddhism and its customs &
formalities

3. Provide guidance for individual development as per
Vyaggapajja Sutta and establish awareness in schools on
this matter.

1

We hereby kindly inform that Principals of the schools, Presidents of the National Colleges of
Education and Principals of the Teachers’ Training Colleges should take the responsibility of
~ implementing the above programs of Vesak week so that it builds the religious harmony among
the students of varied religions making no harm to their religious identities. Your cooperation
to succeed this program is expected.

M.N. Ranasinghe
Secretary
Ministry of Education

Copies: 1. Secretary to the President

2. Secretary, Ministry of Buddha Sasana

3. Additional Secretaries of the Ministry of Education

4. Director General (National Institute of Education) | Forkind information
5. Commissioner General of Examinations & necessary actions
6. Commissioner General of Education Publications

7. Commissioner General of Buddhist Affairs

8

Chairman, National Library and Documentation Services Board
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